London Newspapers.                        257

this is still not enough, you may want to read Tit-Bits
or Answers also: it is a newsy hotch-potch and, if you
are lucky, you may win one of its competitions for a
sixpenny investment*

We have referred to the correspondence columns, and
it is interesting to see the number as well as kind of letters
printed in the daily and weekly Press. We know well
enough that not all letters sent to the editors are published ;
even then it seems that many which were published would
never have obtained publicity had the writers been mere
nobodies* In other words, just because there is a great
deal to ** What's in a Name ? ** so many who are somebodies
will rush into print, although the space given to them could
perhaps have been better employed*

This criticism apart, however, the correspondence
column does serve a useful purpose* To the public it
is a medium for ventilating public opinion, and the editors
see to it that such agency is not abused for private ends;
to the authors there is satisfaction in seeing one's name
and thoughts in print for the world to admire or criticise,
as the case may be* Of course, it is not every paper which
can spare a column or so for correspondence, and even
with those who can, there are varying degrees of pro-
minence* For example, to get a letter inserted in the
Times is always considered a distinction; so when we
succeeded in getting the third letter, each half a column
in length, published by Printing House Square, that was
sufficient to deserve a special mention* Thus when we
were introduced on two different occasions by a journalist
and a Member of Parliament to their friends, the formal
introduction also included the following announcement:
" He has had three letters inserted in the Times"
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